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It is also true that there is literally—this
is something I know, not something I believe,
something I know and something that as
President I am in a position to know—there
is no nation in the world today as well-posi-
tioned as the United States to move into the
next century, none—no country that has our
combination of entrepreneurial skills, our re-
search and technology base, our outward-
looking contacts with the rest of the world,
our work ethic, and our diversity. Nobody
has got all of that in any other country.

And what we have to do is, as I have said
until I’m blue in the face, build a bridge to
the future that gives opportunity to every-
body, expects responsibility from everybody,
and then says, if you are willing to share our
values and play by the rules, we don’t care
anything else about you. You don’t have to
tell us anything else. We don’t care about
what your race is, whether you’re a man or
woman, whether you’re old or young, wheth-
er you’ve got a disability. We don’t care. If
you’re willing to do your best and be a part
of this, our bridge is going to be big enough
for you to go across, because we’ll all be bet-
ter off if you’re better off. And we’re going
to have an American community. And my
wife is right: It does take a village. And we
are going to do it together.

Now, what I want to ask you is, I want
to ask you to forget about the polls. There’s
a lot of elections where they could have a
bonfire on election night burning the polls
that turned out to be wrong. If all the polls
had been right, Lawton wouldn’t be Gov-
ernor. [Laughter] And a poll is a picture of
a horse race that’s not over. That’s all it is.
But the people now are voting their hopes,
not their fears. The people are now voting
the facts, the evidence, the ideas, not the in-
sults, the innuendoes, the assaults. That’s
what they’re doing.

We really have succeeded in replacing the
politics of blame in Washington with the poli-
tics of ‘‘What are we going to do about it?’’
and that’s good. But we’ve got 60 days to
go. And if you want 4 more years, and if you
want us to go into the 21st century with the
American dream alive for everybody, and if
you’re willing to rear back and fight, then
remember this: You cannot have 4 more
years without 60 more days.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 7:30
p.m. in the Student Union East Building at Gulf
Coast Community College. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to area businessman Joseph Chapman III
and his mother, Gladys, Bay County supervisor
of elections. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on the Tentative
Agreement Between the
International Association of
Machinists and McDonnell Douglas
September 6, 1996

I am pleased that the International Asso-
ciation of Machinists and McDonnell Doug-
las have reached a tentative agreement and
congratulate both parties for working around
the clock to settle their differences at the bar-
gaining table. McDonnell Douglas workers
are among the best defense workers in the
world and I am hopeful that the 6,700 work-
ers that have been on strike will be back at
their jobs soon. I also commend Representa-
tive Gephardt for initiating this round of talks
and for keeping both sides at the table.

When labor and management work to-
gether to resolve their differences, the com-
pany and the workers benefit. In this case,
all Americans will benefit from having an ex-
perienced workforce back at their jobs, filling
critical aerospace orders for our military.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Message on the Observance of Rosh
Hashana, 1996
September 6, 1996

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Rosh Hashana in this season of redemption
and renewal.

On this holy occasion, the resonant sound
of the shofar summons Jews around the
world to remember and reflect upon the tri-
umphs and tragedies of the previous year.
This call, celebrating the year 5757, asks all
of us, Jews and non-Jews alike, to reassess
and appraise our lives and to seek deeper
understanding of ourselves and the world
around us. During this time of introspection,

VerDate 28-OCT-97 14:38 Nov 18, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P37SE4.009 p37se4


